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THE THOUSAND YEAR MILLENNIAL REIGN WITH JESUS IN HEAVEN  
THE WRATH OF GOD ON THE DAY OF THE LORD ON EARTH   
REVELATION CHAPTER 20 VERSE BY VERSE COMMENTARY 
 
SUMMARY OF REVELATION CHAPTER 20 
The Book of Revelation seamlessly moves between the physical realm on earth and the spiritual 
realm.  Revelation 20 is one of the most difficult and controversial chapters in the Bible.  To interpret it 
correctly, the reader must first understand the events described in Revelation 20 are nearly all in the 
spiritual realm.  Revelation 20 tells us what happens next after all unsaved humans are destroyed at 
the Second Coming of Christ, which was previously revealed to us in Revelation 19.  
 
Revelation 19 concluded with all unsaved humans on earth killed by the return of Christ on the Day of 
the Lord. (Rev 19:21 “The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the 
horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.”)  There are no more living humans (saved 
or unsaved) on earth after Revelation 19:21.  Only the demonic angels and Satan are left.  In chapter 
19, Baal the beast has been captured, and the soul of Mohammad has been captured.  Both were 
thrown in the spiritual realm lake of fire.  Now Jesus must deal with Satan and his rebellious angels. 
 
The "thousand years" mentioned four times in Revelation 20 generates many opinions.  Are the 
thousand years literal or symbolic?   Both the amillennnialist opinion (the thousand years are merely 
symbolic) and premillennialist opinion (the thousand years are a literal earthly kingdom) have good 
Scriptural points, but other solid Scriptures totally refute these views.  Since the Bible is inerrant, there 
must be a more complete and yet literal explanation.   
 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  2 Peter 3:8  

 
To begin with, the Apostle Peter tells us one thousand years is like a day for God.  Revelation tells us 
the return of Jesus is both glorious for the believers and fearful for the unsaved wicked.  The spiritual 
heavenly millennial thousand year kingdom, occurring at the same time as the Day of the Lord on 
earth, fulfills Isaiah 65-66, the Abrahamic Covenant, the Davidic Covenant, and the New Covenant.   
 
The Revelation thousand years is literal.  The unique Day of the Lord is literal.  Revelation is a book of 
100% accurate prophecy---but in two realms, the physical earth and the spiritual world.  Revelation 20 
begins not on earth, but in heaven.  Most all of Revelation 20 is the spiritual realm. 
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IN REVELATION 20 MOST EVENTS ARE IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM 
 
1. John sees an angel coming down out of heaven (20:1) 
2. Satan was physically seized by an angel from heaven (20:2) 
3. Satan physically locked in the spiritual realm Abyss (20:3) 
4. Satan prevented deceiving the nations (“ethne”, meaning in this case a herd or common group of 
demons) until the thousand years were ended (20:3) 
5. John saw thrones (in heaven) on which sat those who had been given authority to judge (20:4) 
6. John saw souls (in heaven) of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony (20:4) 
7. John saw the first resurrection in heaven (20:5) 
8. John saw them the believers reign with Christ in heaven for a thousand years (20:5-6) 
9. Satan released after a thousand years in the Abyss (20:7) 
10. Satan deceives for a short time the nations (“ethne”, meaning in this case a herd or common 
group of demons) after the thousand years were ended (20:8) 
11. Satan and the demons march across the earth towards the city God loves (Jerusalem) (20:9) 
12. Fire came down from heaven and devoured them (20:9) 
13. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur (spiritual realm), 
where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. (20:10) 
14. “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.” (spiritual realm) (20:11) 
15. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them (20:11) 
16. John saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened (20:12) 
17. Another book was opened, which is the book of life (spiritual realm) (20:12) 
18. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.(20:12) 
19. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 
them, and each person was judged according to what they had done(spiritual realm)  (20:13) 
20. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire (spiritual realm) (20:14) 
21. Anyone whose name was not in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. (20:15) 
 
The spiritual millennial literal thousand years of a sinless, deathless, and free of rebellion kingdom in 
heaven, along with the wrath of God against unbelievers on the literal Day of the Lord on earth fulfills 
all Old and New Testament end-times prophecy.  When Jesus returns in all His glory there are no 
unsaved humans left on earth rebelling against God after the Day of the Lord. 
 

It is written: "As surely as I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow 
before me; every tongue will acknowledge God."  Romans 14:11 

 
This holistic view avoids the amillennnialist problem making the thousand years symbolic, and their 
view that Satan was bound in the Abyss since the resurrection of Christ.  Satan was not!  This 
understanding also avoids the dispensational premillennialist earthly kingdom problem (blasphemous 
as well!) that unbelievers will populate the millennial kingdom, and that the return of Jesus is still 
plagued with sin, death, rebellion, war and weeping.  Jesus returns in great power and glory—not 
weakness!  Revelation 20 ends with the great White Throne Judgment.  Anyone whose name is not in 
the Book of Life will be thrown in the lake of fire.  It is not the absence of good works in the book that 
dooms a person.  It is the absence of your name.  Only names, not good works, are in that book!   
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REVELATION CHAPTER 20 VERSE BY VERSE COMMENTARY 
 
Rev 20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a 
great chain in his hand. 
 
“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his 
hand.”  Chapter 20 begins with John seeing into the spiritual realm.  The Book of Revelation describes 
a great battle between Jesus, the triumphant Lamb of God, and Satan and Baal, who are demonic 
spirits and have rebelled against God since the Garden of Eden.  They oppose Jesus the Son of God 
and His Gospel message of salvation.  This story is told from two metaphysical perspectives, or two 
realms.  Revelation tells us of events in the spiritual realm, and also events in the human realm.  In 
the Book of Revelation the “sea” is the spiritual realm, and the “earth” is the human realm.  The seals 
in chapter 6 are about human events, and the trumpets in chapters 8-9 are in the spiritual realm. 
 
Revelation 9:1-3 (NIV) 
The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. 
The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss.  When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose 
from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke 
from the Abyss.  And out of the smoke locusts came down on the earth and were given power 
like that of scorpions of the earth. 
 
Many of the events in the spiritual world and human world overlap and occur at the same time.  When 
Bible prophecy experts try to explain the entire Book of Revelation from only the human viewpoint, 
they miss the majority of the information God is giving us about His Mystery. 
 
Rev 20:2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years. 
 
“He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years.”  Satan was placed in the Abyss during the thousand year heavenly kingdom, which was also 
the literal Day of the Lord on earth.  Baal was placed into the Abyss at the fall of Babylon.  The Abyss 
is the same spiritual prison as Sheol, and Baal was placed into the Abyss and later “revealed” to 
Mohammad.  The angel is given authority by God to control the Abyss.  This is likely the same angel 
that God allowed to open the Abyss for Baal and his demons to escape in Revelation chapters 8-9.  
The “man of lawlessness” was Baal, and Abyss was “holding him back” at the time of Paul.   
 
2 Thessalonians 2: 6-10 (NIV) 
And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time.  
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will 
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor 
of his coming.  The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He 
will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the 
ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. 
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Rev 20:3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.  After that, he must be set 
free for a short time. 
 
“He threw him into the Abyss," John sees another angel coming down from heaven with the key to the 
Abyss, or also called Sheol, holding power over Satan.  The Abyss is a special "demonic holding cell" 
in the spiritual realm for “kings” and “princes” and spirits.  The beast Baal was sent into the Abyss 
after the fall of Babylon and was later released and revealed himself to Mohammad the false prophet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ABYSS IS A SPECIAL PLACE OF CONFINEMENT IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM 
 
John previously described the Abyss in chapter 9 as the home of the demonic locusts of the fifth 
trumpet.  The trumpets are prophecies of spiritual realm events.  The demons were released by the 
angel with power from God over the Abyss.  They had as king over them the seventh king, named, 
Abaddon or Apollyon, meaning the "destroyer."  Islamic teaching and the Qur’an have spiritually killed 
one third of the world.  See the Revelation chapter 9 commentary for more details.   
 
Revelation 9:13-15 (NIV) 
The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the four horns of the 
golden altar that is before God. It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the 
four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” And the four angels who had been 
kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of 
mankind. 
 
"and locked and sealed it over him," This intensifies the idea of “locking” the abyss and connotes a 
secure situation, guaranteed by the sovereign authority of the true God.  Satan is completely bound in 
the abyss and cannot escape. The Abyss in Jewish thought was the prison or holding cell for 
important demons before the last judgment.  Now Satan will be imprisoned in the Abyss for a 
thousand years in that spiritual realm.  It occurs during the Day of the Lord on physical earth--a 
different time dimension than the Abyss in the spiritual realm. 
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THERE ARE MANY ROOMS AND TIME DIMENSIONS IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM 
Christians tend think of heaven and earth as just two different places.  They also think there are in the 
same time dimension--which is certainly not true.  A simplistic view is that heaven is way up there, 
and earth is way down here, and both are in the same time zone.  There is a huge gap between.  The 
gap between heaven and earth is real, but the assumption that they are far apart is misleading.  A 
better way to think about the earth is to see heaven as one of the spiritual dimensions that exist 
alongside, or within our physical world.  In the spiritual realm are many, if not infinite, time and space 
dimensions.  In fact, Jesus said in John 14:2-3 there are many rooms in the spiritual realm.  Much of 
this is beyond human understanding.   
 
John 14:2-3 (NIV) 
My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
 
Not all of these spiritual rooms are pleasant.  The Bible says there are also the Abyss and the lake of 
fire.  These rooms are unpleasant.  Jesus gives us a parable picture of the many rooms (good and 
bad) in the story of the rich man and Lazarus.  Jesus said souls cannot cross from one to the other. 
 
Luke 16:25-26 (NIV) 
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.  And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who 
want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’" 
 
The Apostle Peter says God has various time dimensions.  God is not limited by the same constraints 
of time because “with the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” 
Time is simply not an issue with God because He has an unlimited amount of it.  And God can place 
different time attributes in the different dimensions.  God can generate an infinite number spiritual 
world time dimensions, not just even the two types of time dimensions Peter mentions. 
 
2 Peter 3:8 (NIV) 
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day. 
 
An even better way might be to see the physical world as three additional dimensions added on to a 
multi-dimension spiritual world. The spiritual world is more real than the physical world, so this latter 
view is most likely correct, but it is too hard for us to handle, because our minds are calibrated for a 
physical world.  Seeing heaven as multiple spiritual dimensions attached to our physical world 
provides some useful insights. Angels and evil spirits live in the different spiritual world dimensions. 
They can touch our physical world at only one place at one time. This limits what they can do on 
earth. In contrast, the Holy Spirit is present everywhere on earth at any time. This gives him unlimited 
power.  He is far greater than any angel and has much greater reach than the devil. 
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"They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb."  Note 
that in Revelation 14:9-11, the lake of fire is in the presence of the angels and the Lamb.  Just like the 
rich man in Luke 16, those in the lake of fire will be able to see the Lamb of God and the holy angels.  
The spiritual rooms are not that far apart.  Those in heaven will not be able to see them. 
 
Revelation 14:9-11 (NIV) 
A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its 
image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand,  they, too, will drink the wine of 
God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be 
tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.  And the 
smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night for those 
who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.” 
 
The second coming is Jesus opening the spiritual realm.  The Greek word used for the second 
coming is "Parousia".  It means a royal appearance.  It speaks about our seeing.  What is actually 
going to happen is an opening up of the spiritual realm, so that people on earth can see into the 
spiritual dimensions of reality.  The Greek word used is "epiphaneia", which means "manifestation."  
The spiritual dimensions will be blown open for everyone on earth to see. Paul tells us about this in 2 
Thessalonians 2:8.  The lawless one being revealed was when Baal was released from the Abyss and 
revealed to Mohammad.  Then after this Jesus will return at the time appointed by the Father. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:8 (NIV) 
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath 
of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 
 
Everyone will see Jesus seated on the throne at the right hand of God. Those who have not been 
born again will be destroyed by the sight and the Word of God coming out of His mouth.  Those who 
are evil will be totally powerless before his glory. 
 
The spiritual realms will be so glorious that the physical world will shrivel in comparison. It will seem 
like earth and sky are collapsing and disappearing, just as the Apostle Peter told us.  When we can 
see clearly into the spiritual realm, everything in earth and space will fade away under the 
comparison. We will watch the elements being dissolved with intense heat. The stars will seem to be 
rolling up like a scroll, and it will seem that they will be disappearing. The beauty and wonder of the 
spiritual realms will be so wonderful, that the earth and sky, as we know them, will fade into 
insignificance as God recreates the new heavens and new earth.  Be prepared as the Day of the Lord 
will surprise most people.  
 
2 Peter 3:10-12 (NIV) 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You 
ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.  
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat.  
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“ETHNE”?  WHO ARE THE “NATIONS” DECEIVED BY SATAN IN REVELATION 20? 
The English translation “nations”, taken from the Greek word “ethne”, is used twice in Revelation 20.  
The word “nations” is used in 20:4 as "To keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended."  The word “nations” is used again in 20:8 as “and will go out to deceive 
the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In 
number they are like the sand on the seashore.” 
 
In Revelation chapter 20 the Greek word used twice for “nations” is “ethne.”  But in Revelation 
chapter 22, (22:2b “And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”) the Greek word for 
“nations” is “ethnon.”  The clear meaning in Revelation 22 is for the healing of humans, really their 
souls.  But what meaning is intended for us to understand the prophecy of Revelation 20?  Since all 
unsaved humans are killed at the end of chapter 19, who does Satan deceive in chapter 20 when he 
is released from the Abyss after the thousand years?  In Revelation 20, does the word “nations” mean 
humans, insects, beasts or other detestable creatures (demons) in a vast multitude? 
 
“Ethne” and “ethnon” Greek words are derived from “ethnos”, and this gives rise to the English word 
“ethnicity.”  But in Greek, the words related to “ethnos” can have multiple meanings.  These are lost 
when simply translated to the English “nations”, whereby “nations” means a collection of humans. 
 
There is a much broader use of the Greek words “ethnos” and “ethne” than what is usually taught.  It 
can mean much more than just groups of people or human populations with similar characteristics. 
Often in the Bible the words “ethnos” and “ethne” can have a derogatory and sinful meaning as well. 
 
1. ἔθνος τό: (ethnos to)— a number of people accustomed to living together, a company, body of 
men, etc.; 
2. ἔθνος λαῶν (ethnos laon) a host of men; also of animals, swarms, herds, flocks, beasts, insects 
3.  τὰ ἔθνη (ta ethne) the non-believing nations (humans), Gentiles, i.e. all but Jews and Christians. 
4.  a special class of undesirable men, a low caste, tribe, military unit 
 
Revelation tells of events in both the human realm and the spiritual realm.  Revelation chapter 19 tells 
of the human events on earth when the unsaved meet Jesus on the Day of the Lord.  All saved 
believers are safely off the earthly realm on the Day of the Lord and reign with Christ a thousand 
years in heaven—in the spiritual realm.  Revelation chapter 20 explains events almost entirely in the 
spiritual realm.   
 
Revelation 19 ended with all unsaved humans left on earth killed by the return of Christ on the Day of 
the Lord. (Rev 19:21 “The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the 
horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.”) There are no more living humans on earth 
at this point.  Only the demonic angels and Satan are left.  Baal the beast has been captured, and the 
soul of Mohammad has been captured.  Now Jesus must deal with Satan and his angels. 
 
In Revelation 20, which is in the spiritual realm, the Greek word “ethne” should be understood as a 
herd or swarm of sinful insects or detestable demonic creatures, not a “nation” of humans.  These are 
the demonic spirits aligned with Satan that Jesus must now punish for their rebellion. 
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"To keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended." On the Day 
of the Lord everyone (all unsaved nonbelievers) left on earth after the rapture of believers will know all 
the activity is from Jesus, the Son of God.  Satan will not be able to deceive those being destroyed by 
the Word of God coming from the rider on the white horse. This fulfills the sixth seal, which is the final 
view of the activity of humans in the earthly realm.   
 
Since all humans left on earth were killed at the end of Revelation chapter 19, the only groups 
(“ethne”) left for Satan to continue to deceive are the group of Satan’s fallen angels. 
 
All of the seal prophecies are about humans on earth, and all of the trumpet prophecies are about 
events in the spiritual realm.  On this literal unique day on earth (one thousand years in the spiritual 
realm where Satan is bound in the Abyss) Satan cannot deceive.  It is truly "the Day of the Lord." 
 
Revelation 6:12-17 (NIV) 
I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like 
sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to 
earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind.  The heavens receded like a 
scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
 
Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else, 
both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.  They called to the 
mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us[f] from the face of him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the great day of their[g] wrath has come, and who 
can withstand it?” 
 
That it is literally one unique day on earth ("On that day") is also given us by the prophet Zechariah. 
 
Zechariah 14:6-9 (NIV) 
On that day there will be neither sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness.  It will be a unique day—a 
day known only to the Lord—with no distinction between day and night. When evening comes, 
there will be light.  On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east to the 
Dead Sea and half of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer and in winter. The Lord will 
be king over the whole earth.  On that day there will be one Lord, and his name the only name. 
 
SATAN WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO DECEIVE BELIEVERS AGAIN 
"After that, he must be set free for a short time."  This passage generates the most difficultly for the 
premillennialist literal view.  Their theory claims Jesus will reign on earth in full glory for a thousand 
years and then passively step back and allow Satan to be released in his presence.  Satan then is 
allowed to deceive the believers once again and create a vast rebellion.  This contradicts dozens of 
Scripture passages about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.   
 
When Jesus returns Satan will have no power to disrupt His kingdom.  Satan cannot contact the 
believers.  The believers will remain pure.  The thousand years of believers with Jesus is in the 
spiritual realm--while the unique Day of the Lord punishment occurs on earth. 
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SCRIPTURES SHOWING SATAN HAS NO POWER ON BELIEVERS WHEN CHRIST RETURNS; 
“BUT WE KNOW THAT WHEN CHRIST APPEARS, WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM” 
 
1 John 2:2-3 (NIV) 
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
Jude 1:14-15 (NIV) 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord is coming with 
thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all 
the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NIV) 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we 
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
 
Zephaniah 1:2-4 (NIV) 
“I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. “I will sweep away 
both man and beast; I will sweep away the birds in the sky and the fish in the sea—and the 
idols that cause the wicked to stumble.” “When I destroy all mankind on the face of the earth,” 
declares the Lord, “I will stretch out my hand against Judah and against all who live in 
Jerusalem.  I will destroy every remnant of Baal worship in this place, the very names of the 
idolatrous priests." 
 
Hebrews 9:28 (NIV) 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second 
time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
 
Revelation 16:15 (NIV) 
"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so 
that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." 
 
Revelation 19:19-21 (NIV) 
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war 
against the rider on the horse and his army.  But the beast was captured, and with it the false 
prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those 
who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown 
alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the 
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 
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Robert Gundry’s book, The Church and the Tribulation, was released in 1973.  This book used sound 
Biblical Scriptures to support a post-tribulation perspective on the timing of the Rapture.  Several 
Godly authors, such as Sam Storms, Anthony Hoekema, and Kim Riddlebarger have recently 
published detailed works outlining the many ways that Scripture does not teach millennial earthly 
kingdom dispensationalism as first espoused by John Darby.  Yet these thoughtful amillennialist all 
have a problem explaining the Revelation 20 “thousand years” in a literal sense. 
 
Sam Storms, Anthony Hoekema, and Kim Riddlebarger make a compelling case, based upon literal 
exegesis of Bible Scriptures, for ten key eschatology concepts.  These ten Scriptures create 
insurmountable obstacles for classic dispensational earthly kingdom millennialism.  More details to 
support their arguments are found at a Revelation-Now website paper entitled: “Bible Scriptures that 
Create Significant Obstacles to Darby’s Dispensationalism.” 
 
1. THE RAPTURE AND SECOND COMING ARE SIMULTANEOUS EVENTS 
 
2. THE CHURCH CAN BE SHOWN TO BE FULFILLING PROMISES MADE TO ISRAEL 
 
3. THE CHURCH WILL EXPERIENCE THE TRIBULATION 
 
4. THE WRATH OF THE LAMB AND TRIBULATION FROM SATAN ARE DIFFERENT EVENTS 
 
5. THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL BE A COMPLETE SURPRISE TO MOST, AND BE SEEN BY 
ALL 
 
6. THE CHURCH AND ISRAEL ARE UNDER THE SAME NEW COVENANT 
 
7. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS BOTH IN THE PRESENT AND IN THE FUTURE 
 
8. JESUS MUST REIGN IN HEAVEN UNTIL HE DEFEATS ALL HIS ENEMIES—INCLUDING 
DEATH 
 
9. FLESH AND BLOOD CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 
10. GENERAL AND SEPARATE RESURRECTIONS AS SIMULTANEOUS EVENTS 
 
Let us assume the amillennialist writers are Biblically correct on the above ten points.  The most 
important being: 1) the rapture and second coming (“parousia”) are the same sudden event, the 
church will (has) gone through the tribulation, 3) the Wrath of the Lamb is not the tribulation, 4) Jesus 
is currently reigning from heaven, and 5) living flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.   
 
But how can the thousand years of binding Satan be interpreted literally along with these Scriptures 
the amillennialist writers cite for their ten valid points?  When the Book of Revelation is viewed from 
both the spiritual realm and the human earthly realm, the difficulties can be explained. 
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THE BINDING OF SATAN IN THE SPIRITUAL ABYSS IS REAL 
The amillennialist writers believe that Satan has been at least partially bound since Jesus rose from 
the dead.  In contrast, classic earthly kingdom premillennialists are convinced Satan has been freely 
roaming the earth “looking for someone to devour.”  On this argument the premillennialist view is most 
likely correct.  The Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 5:8 and the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 make 
clear Satan is still highly active after the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
 
1 Peter 5:8 (NIV) 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (NIV) 
The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all 
sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that 
wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will 
believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have 
delighted in wickedness. 
 
Satan has not been bound in any sense remotely consistent with the strong language of Revelation 
20:3 “He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the 
nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.”  Thus, the New Testament evidence 
concerning the extent of Satan’s activity in this present age is incompatible with the description of the 
restrictions imposed upon him by the angel in Revelation 20:1-3.  Since Satan is most certainly not 
strongly bound now, the events of verses 1-3 must be future.  Here the premillennialists are correct. 
 
WHY WAS SATAN BOUND AFTER THE FINAL HUMAN REBELLION? 
The Bible tells us Satan is bound so that he cannot deceive the nations.  (Revelation 20:3 “to keep 
him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended".)  But this 
straightforward Biblical explanation suddenly creates many insurmountable problems for the 
premillennial view.  Are the “nations” humans or a collection of demons? 
 
First, if after the thousand years are ended and Satan goes out to deceive the nations to attack the 
Lord Jesus and his people in Jerusalem, who are the people Satan is deceiving and where did they 
come from?  Using the premillennial view of human chronological sequences in Revelation chapters 
19-20, a serious problem arises in that 20:1–3 would describe events designed by God to prevent 
Satanic deception of the nations who had already been deceived in Revelation 16:13-14.  Further, 
they were already all destroyed (“The rest were killed”) in Revelation 19:21.  
 
Revelation 16:13-14 (NIV) 
Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the 
dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. They are 
demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather 
them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 
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Understand the Revelation text “nations” signifies a common collection or group of wicked creatures 
(“ethne”), “the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog” whom Satan deceives.  In 
Revelation 20:7-9 Satan leads demonic angels into battle against Christ, after the soul of the false 
prophet Mohammad and Baal the beast were captured by Jesus in Revelation 19. 
 
Revelation 19:19-21 (NIV) 
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war 
against the rider on the horse and his army.  But the beast was captured, and with it the false 
prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those 
who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown 
alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the 
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 
 
Revelation 20:7-9 (NIV) 
When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to 
deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 
battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore.  They marched across the breadth of 
the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down 
from heaven and devoured them. 
 
WHY IS SATAN "SET FREE FOR A SHORT TIME"? 
The premillennialist must account for where the people come from who comprise the “nations” whom 
Satan will deceive at the close of the millennium.  If all unbelievers are slain at the time of the second 
coming of Christ (Revelation 19:21 is clear on this point), only resurrected and glorified believers will 
populate the millennial kingdom.  The premillennialist must believe that Satan is released to deceive 
millions of humans in the earthly millennial kingdom of God—as Jesus stands by and merely watches. 
 
Thus, by the beginning of the millennium, there should be no unbelievers left according to a literal 
reading of Revelation 19:21.  The premillennialist must account for where the people come from who 
comprise the “nations” whom Satan will deceive again at the close of the millennium.  Since all 
unbelievers are slain at the time of the second coming of Christ, only resurrected and glorified 
believers reign with Jesus in the millennial kingdom. Are the “nations” at this point humans or spirits? 
 
Strangely, most premillennialists try to evade this problem by insisting that not all unbelievers die at 
the second coming.  This is inconsistent with many clear Scriptures--as written above.  Somehow 
those who survive and enter the millennium in their physical bodies will then bear children, who in turn 
will bear children, and so on, many of whom at the close of the millennium, having never come to faith 
in Jesus, will comprise the unbelieving nations who rebel one final time at the behest of Satan. No! 
 
Once it is clear the millennial kingdom thousand years is in the spiritual world, and not on earth, the 
prophecies of Revelation all line up consistently. Satan must be released so that God can 
demonstrate to all the world the veracity of His covenant promises, completely and precisely fulfilling 
them in minute and specific details—all the way to the arrival of the eternal state.  Satan deceives only 
the remaining demonic angels on the Day of the Lord, after it is clear Jesus has returned.   
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Rev 20:4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. 
And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus 
and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 
 
“I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge.”  There is a 
prominence given to the thrones, because the thought of the reign of the saints is uppermost in the 
mind of the seer. The thrones are seen, and those who sat on them.  Many have asked, “Who 
occupies these thrones?”  This is an important question to answer.  
 
John sees the souls of the martyrs who had been executed for their testimony to Jesus coming alive 
and reigning with Christ for 1000 years. They are those who did not receive the mark of the beast 
(Islamic Shahada) or worship his image (those that pray to Baal in the Kaaba in Mecca) during the 
reign of the beast from the spiritual Abyss that appeared to Mohammad the false prophet.  
 
What then does John mean by “had been given authority to judge”?  The ultimate judgment of the 
human race takes place at God's White Throne in Revelation 20:11-15.  The judgment John mentions 
here must therefore be different.  The word for judge is the normal word for a judge rendering a 
decision in a court case.  Thus the Bible is clear they will be given some authority to judge. 
 
In the context of reigning with Christ in the heavenly millennium, this judging refers to ruling or 
deciding, along with Christ, over rewards or heavenly treasures for the saved people—perhaps the 
various levels of “rewards” in heaven that Jesus described many times. This is not the final judgment 
for sin which God reserves for himself. This is the judgment of promised levels of rewards that take 
place in people's lives.  Each believer will testify as a witness as to what another believer did for them.   
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV) 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
Some have taken literally it is only those believers who were beheaded are resurrected at this time, 
and when verse 5 refers to the rest of the dead being resurrected after the thousand years, John is 
referring to the rest of believers. That viewpoint has major problems, not the least of which is Jesus' 
promises to the seven churches (see Revelation 3:11-12) that believers who overcome and persevere 
will reign with him and be resurrected like him.  
 
A far better interpretation of those who sit on the thrones alongside the Lord Jesus is they are all 
God's people, his saints. They will share in his Kingdom.  Only a minority of believers have been 
martyred for their faith.  Even fewer were beheaded.  Jesus told his disciples in John 6:39-40 “For my 
Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will 
raise them up at the last day.” 
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Revelation 3:11-12 (NIV) 
“I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.  The one 
who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.  Never again will they leave it.  I 
will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 
which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new 
name.” 
 
John 6:39-40 (NIV) 
“And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but 
raise them up at the last day.  For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
 
“They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or 
their hands.” These are the believers who did not recite the Shahada nor pray to Baal in the Kaaba in 
Mecca, the great city.  
 
“They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”  Those that pray to Baal in the Kaaba 
will not participate in the first resurrection.  Those that reign with Jesus are in the millennial kingdom 
for a thousand years in the spiritual world, but NOT on earth.  On earth the nonbelievers are punished 
on the Day of the Lord by the return of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANYONE PRAYING TO BAAL IN THE KAABA WILL NEVER REIGN WITH CHRIST 
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Event Unbeliever Believer Description

First Birth Yes Yes The first birth is physical birth. 

First Death Yes Yes The first death occurs at the end of one’s physical life. 

The second resurrection occurs at the end of the spiritual realm 
millennial kingdom at the Great White Throne Judgment. (Revelation 
20:11-13)

Only unbelievers participate in the White Throne Judgment (Revelation 
20:14-15). As there is eternal life beyond this present life for the faithful, 
so there is eternal death beyond the death of the wicked-anyone whose 
name in not in the Lamb's Book of Life. The second death is commonly 
known as hell and results in eternal separation from God.

Second 
Resurrection

Yes No 

White Throne 
Judgment and 
Second Death

Yes No 

The second birth is spiritual and occurs when a person comes to faith in 
Jesus Christ. Only believers are “born twice.” 

Second Birth No Yes 

The first resurrection is a category and occurs in stages, beginning with 
the resurrection of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:20) and ending with the 
resurrection just prior to the spiritual realm (non earthly) millennial 
kingdom.  Only believers participate in the first resurrection and reign 
with Christ 1000 years in heaven. (Revelation 20:6)

First Resurrection No Yes 

Rev 20:5  (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This 
is the first resurrection. 
 
“The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.”  Here is an account of 
the reign of the saints, for the same amount of time as Satan is bound. Those who suffer with Christ, 
shall reign with him in his spiritual and heavenly kingdom, in conformity to him in his wisdom, 
righteousness, and holiness: this is called the first resurrection.  Only those who have faith in the 
Lamb of God, and their name in the Book of Life, shall be so favored.  

In the spiritual heavenly thousand year kingdom they are free from sin, death, war and rebellion.  In 
the spiritual realm they are protected from the wrath of God poured out on the unbelievers on earth on 
the Day of the Lord.  Satan is in the Abyss, and will deceive his fallen angels when he gets out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The happiness of these servants of God is declared.  None can be blessed but those that are holy; 
and all that are holy shall be blessed. The many blessing promised by God occur during the thousand 
year reign with Jesus in the spiritual kingdom realm. (“The kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world.”) 
 
Matthew 25:21 (NIV) 
His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 
Matthew 25:34 (NIV) 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’”  
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Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death has 
no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 
thousand years. 
 
“Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection.” This is one of the benedictions of the 
John’s vision in the Book of Revelation. This blessing is only on those who have part or share in the 
first resurrection.  On these the second death has not power (or authority).  The second death stands 
in contrast with the first resurrection.  The second death is not the mere physical dying; it is rather that 
more awful spiritual death which lies outside the region of the things seen and temporal.  It is the 
eternal separation from Jesus, the Son of God, in the spiritual realm lake of fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign 
with him for a thousand years.”  The second death has weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Whatever it 
means to the human soul, and the conditions which surround it, it is spiritual rather than physical.  It is 
not the life of the body which protects the life of the spirit; it is the living and believing in God which 
protects from the second death; according to Christ’s word! (John 10:27-28 and Luke 13:28).  The 
believers will be in the spiritual millennium for one thousand years. The spiritual realm millennium 
fulfills Isaiah 65-66, the Abrahamic Covenant, the Davidic Covenant and the Covenant with Israel. 
 
John 10:27-28 (NIV) 
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.” 
 
Luke 13:28 (NIV) 
“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.” 
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ONLY THE SPIRITUAL REALM MILLENNIAL KINGDOM FULFILLS ISAIAH 65-66 
God tells us in Isaiah chapter 65:19 there will be no more weeping in the millennial kingdom.  Thus 
there can be no death in this Scripture--since death at any age still causes weeping from the person’s 
loved ones.  Yet Isaiah 65:20-22 is a source of much controversy.  Is there death in the millennial 
kingdom?  Is there yet another worldwide war after the millennial kingdom?  Dispensational earthly 
millennial kingdom theory heavily depends on the idea of ongoing sin and death in the millennium to 
make their theory even partially viable.  This is not the correct interpretation of Isaiah’s Scripture.   
 
“THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH” CONTAIN NO DEATH, WEEPING NOR WAR 
In Isaiah 65:25 God tells us there will be no more wars or fighting, nor rebellion.  Paul tells us clearly 
in 1 Corinthians 15:54-55 that when Jesus appears (the “Parousia” is the same word for both the 
rapture and Second Coming) there will be no more death or suffering for believers.   
 
1 Corinthians 15:54-55 (NIV) 
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, 
then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literal interpretation of Isaiah chapters 65 and 66 proves there can be no death in the millennial 
kingdom.  Why?  Isaiah chapter 65, and also all of Isaiah chapter 66, is telling us about a “new 
heavens and new earth.”  Both Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22 literally say “new heavens and new earth.” 
 
Isaiah 65:17-19 (NIV) 
“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, 
nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create 
Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in 
my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.” 
 
Isaiah 66:22 (NIV) 
“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares the Lord, 
“so will your name and descendants endure.” 
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NO MORE WEEPING IN ISAIAH CHAPTER 65 
“I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be 
heard in it no more.”  (Isaiah 65:19)  There is no weeping.  Isaiah writes those 100 years old will be 
considered mere youth.  In the new heavens and new earth, people will no longer be cut off by death, 
and the injustices of life will vanish. The verse doesn’t imply death will be present, but simply 
underscores that one of the great blessings of the eternal kingdom will be longevity and eternal joy.  
 
The only theoretical death mentioned in Isaiah 65-66 at age 100 is from someone “cursed”: Isaiah 
65:20 “The one who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.”  No one is cursed in the 
kingdom of God.  But the point of the passage is that there is neither curse nor death in the new 
heavens and new earth.  Isaiah’s metaphor in 65:20 tells us that in the new heavens and new earth 
there will be no more untimely deaths.  In the millennial and then eternal kingdom, children will not die 
in days of nursing, nor men in days of youth, nor even at 100.  At the time of Isaiah more than 50% of 
children did not live to age five.  Now all will have longevity of days.  Isaiah is explaining eternity in a 
way people of that time could understand.  No weeping means no death whatsoever!! 
 
Isaiah 65:20-22 (NIV) 
“Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not 
live out his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one who 
fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. They will build houses and dwell in them; 
they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in 
them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my 
chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.” 
 
The spiritual millennium will begin with a devastating earthquake and hailstorm and Jesus will return 
in the clouds for His people. The dead in Christ are resurrected - this is the first resurrection 
(Revelation 20:5-6) and all the saints are caught up into the air to meet Jesus (Revelation 1:7; 
Revelation 14:14-16; and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). The return of Jesus is not a “secret” rapture—
every eye will see him! 
 
Revelation 1:7 (NIV) 
“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”So shall it be! Amen. 
 
The Bible is clear that during the millennium will be no more suffering, sin or death.  All living wicked 
are slain by the very presence of Christ at the Second Coming and die as if hit by lightning.  Also, 
Revelation 22:14-15 makes it clear that during this millennial time period no one can be saved, the 
case of every person is closed. The wicked are all dead, and the righteous are all in heaven.   
 
Revelation 22:14-15 (NIV) 
“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and 
may go through the gates into the city.  Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, 
the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood.” 
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GOD’S PEOPLE FACE NO MORE DEATH—THERE IS NO MORE CURSE IN HEAVEN 
The premillennialist earthly kingdom view (New Scofield Reference Bible from 1967) does not 
consider what God just told us in Isaiah 65:17; namely that we are looking at a new heavens and 
earth.  They try to interpret verses 65:20-22 as back on the sinful earth to fit a dispensational theory 
from John Darby.  But the Bible says this is the new heavens and earth. 
 
There is no sense of a time shift between verses Isaiah 65:17 and 18. In fact, there is a true sense of 
divine continuity between the two in terms of timing: In verse 17, God proclaims, “I will create a new 
heavens and a new earth,” and then in verse 18 God twice employs the same language encouraging 
his people to be glad over that which “I will create” and, in particular, that “I will create Jerusalem.”  
 
Isaiah 65-66 (including 65:20-22) is precisely consistent with the new heavens and new earth vision in 
Revelation 21:1, Revelation 21:4 and Revelation 22:3-4. 
 
Revelation 21:1 (NIV) 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea.  
 
Revelation 21:4 (NIV) 
 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 
Revelation 22:3-4 (NIV) 
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and 
his servants will serve him.  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
 
“NOR WILL THEY BEAR CHILDREN DOOMED TO MISFORTUNE”  
Isaiah is clear none of these will fall away to sin or death, nor rebel against Jesus in the kingdom.  
God says in Isaiah 65:23 no one will bear children doomed to misfortune.  This Scripture completely 
refutes the dispensational theory that millions will rebel and fall away in the earthly millennial kingdom.  
The millennial kingdom is in the spiritual realm.  There is no sin, misfortune or death in this realm.   
 
Isaiah 65:23 (NIV) 
They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a 
people blessed by the Lord, they and their descendants with them. 
 
The Isaiah 65-66 passages describe a new heavens and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17), calling upon the 
faithful to be glad and rejoice forever (65:18) because it will be a condition where there is no weeping, 
or distress (65:19). There will be no death in heaven (65:20), or any kind of violence (65:25). 
 
Why is there both a thousand year millennial reign in heaven, and also the eternal kingdom?  Why not 
just one?  The thousand year millennial reign protects both the living believers (raptured) and the 
resurrected believers from the wrath of God on the Day of the Lord on earth.  God is pouring out His 
just wrath on the living earthly unbelievers, while His people are protected in the spiritual realm. 
 



20     © 2019  Revelation Now, Ltd 
 

THE SPIRITUAL MILLENNIAL KINGDOM FULFILLS THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 
The Abrahamic Covenant Bible story is from the book of Genesis and begins with chapter 12 as God 
calls upon Abraham to go the land of Canaan where God gives three covenant promises.  First to 
“make you into a great nation” and second, “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  Third, 
in Genesis 17, God promises to Abraham “the whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a 
foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you.” 
 
Genesis 12:2-3 (NIV) 
“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and 
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 
This verse is quoted by Paul in Galatians. 
 
Galatians 3:7-9 (NIV) 
Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.  Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith. 
 
The Abrahamic covenant is God's promise to Abraham (approximately 2000 BC) to give him land, 
descendants, and that through him all the nations would be blessed.  It is the foundation for Israel's 
covenant relationship with God.   
 
Genesis 17:7-8 (NIV) 
I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your 
descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will 
give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their 
God.” 
 
It is not necessary for an earthly millennial kingdom to fulfill the Abrahamic covenant.  The covenant is 
fulfilled today, and Israel will hold the land until the Second Coming of Christ.  Today many in Israel 
are coming to faith in Jesus Christ.  More Jewish people have found Christ in the last 30 years than in 
the prior 1900 years combined.  The Scriptures clearly state that Israel in unbelief is blinded, that this 
hardening condition is temporary not final, that the blindness will be lifted when the period of Gentile 
blessing is concluded, as Paul wrote in Romans 11:25-27.  We now live in these times. 
 
Romans 11:25-27 (NIV) 
I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be 
conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has 
come in,  and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written: ‘The deliverer will come from 
Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I 
take away their sins.” 
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THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT IS FULFILLED TODAY 
In one part of the covenant, God promises land to Abraham.  This is fulfilled as Israel is restored 
today.  A literal interpretation of the Abrahamic Covenant involves the permanent existence of Israel 
as a nation and the fulfillment of the promise that the land should be their everlasting possession.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Galatians 3:29 (NIV) 
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
1. God Gave him the land, (Genesis 13:14-17) 
2. God Gave him descendants, (Genesis 22:17; Genesis 49:3-28, Galatians 3:29) 
3. All nations are blessed in Christ, (Galatians 3:8; 3:13-14) 
 
HOW ARE THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM AND NATIONS BLESSED? 
The Law brought a curse, but the Christian is delivered from that curse.  Paul tells us Christ has taken 
it upon Himself. The Crucifixion brought Him under the curse of the Law.  At the same time, it 
abolished the dominion of the Law, and threw open the Messianic blessedness to Gentiles as well as 
Jews.  It is to all who gave their belief in the Messiah by faith. 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 (NIV) 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.”  He redeemed us in order that the blessing given 
to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive 
the promise of the Spirit. 
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THE SPIRITUAL MILLENNIAL KINGDOM FULFILLS THE DAVIDIC COVENANT 
Once the text of Isaiah 65-66 and the Abrahamic covenant are fulfilled, the Davidic covenant must be 
considered.  This is the promises of God to David that his seed, throne, and kingdom would endure 
forever.  The question is not will the Davidic Covenant be fulfilled—Jesus said no Scripture can be set 
aside—but whether it is fulfilled in an earthly kingdom still plagued with sin, unbelief, death and a final 
rebellion, or whether it is better fulfilled literally in a thousand year reign in the spiritual realm on the 
Day of the Lord.  The premillennialism earthly kingdom view is that there will still be sin, rebellion and 
death.  Yet this is in no way consistent with “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before 
me; your throne will be established forever.”  The spiritual realm thousand year kingdom with Jesus--
free from sin, rebellion and death--better fulfills this prophecy. 
 
The promises Jehovah (from Jesus as well since Jesus is eternal) made in the Davidic Covenant are 
numerous.  The provisions of the Davidic covenant include, then, the following items: (1) David is to 
have a child, yet to be born, who shall succeed him and establish his kingdom. (2) This son (Solomon) 
shall build the temple instead of David. (3) The throne of his kingdom shall be established forever. (4) 
The throne will not be taken away from him (Solomon) even though his sins justify chastisement. (5) 
David’s house, throne, and kingdom shall be established forever. In 2 Samuel 7:11-16 we learn that 
the promises to David are: “My love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, 
whom I removed from before you.  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your 
throne will be established forever.” 
 
2 Samuel 7:11-16 (NIV) 
“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: When your 
days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 
your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a 
house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, 
and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with 
floggings inflicted by human hands.  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took 
it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” 
 
We know from verse 12 that God intends for David to die (“When your days are over and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you.”) Yet verse 16 says: "Your house and 
your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.”  
 
This must mean that the kingdom of David would be established and secured by a descendant. But 
Solomon is depicted as a sinner who has to be chastened. The kingdom can never be secure in the 
hands of a sinner. Look at what God does in 1 Kings 11:11–13 after Solomon marries foreign women 
and worships their gods: "The Lord said to Solomon, 'Since this has been your mind and you have not 
kept my covenant and my statutes which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from 
you and give it to your servant. Yet for the sake of David your father I will not do it in your days, but I 
will tear it out of the hand of your son. However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one 
tribe to your son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have 
chosen.'"  
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This shows that the promise to establish David's kingdom cannot happen as long as the descendants 
of David are rebellious and disobedient.  Only Jesus could fulfill this part of the prophecy. 
 
Psalm 89:3-4 (NIV)  
You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, 
‘I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.’ 
 
There is no doubt that Jesus fulfills this prophecy.  The Bible tells us so in Luke chapter 1 as the angel 
Gabriel speaks to Mary. 
 
Luke 1:31-33 (NIV) 
“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 
The problem of fulfillment does not consist in the question of whether Jesus is the one who fulfills the 
promises, but rather on the issue of how Christ fulfills the covenant and when He fulfills it.  Thus the 
amillennnialist and premillennialist views propose two different answers.  The amillennnialist view 
postulates Christ fulfills the promise by His present sitting at the right hand of the Father in heaven; 
while the premillennialist believes Christ fulfills the promise still in the future with His return and 
righteous reign on earth during the millennium.  
 
Neither considers the true power of God.  The answer is Jesus fulfills this prophecy BOTH while 
reigning in heaven in the present age, AND while reigning in heaven with resurrected and raptured 
believers during the thousand year millennium in heaven.  This is a different time dimension than 
earth, and occurs at the exact same time of wrath on earth during the Day of the Lord. That Jesus 
reigns in heaven both during the current age and after the rapture for a thousand years exactly fulfills 
Psalm 110:1-6 and Paul’s writing in 1 Corinthians 15:24-27.  The victory of Jesus is overwhelming and 
complete—not partial with sin and death still in existent in his kingdom. 
 
Psalm 110: 1-6 (NIV) 
The Lord says to my lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your 
feet.” The Lord will extend your mighty scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of your 
enemies!” Your troops will be willing on your day of battle. Arrayed in holy splendor, your 
young men will come to you like dew from the morning’s womb. The Lord has sworn and will 
not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”The Lord is at your 
right hand; he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. He will judge the nations, heaping up 
the dead and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15: 24-27 (NIV) 
Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has 
destroyed all dominion, authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  For he “has put everything 
under his feet.” 
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These issues may be reduced for discussion to the following: (1) Does the Davidic covenant require 
literal fulfillment? (2) Does the partial fulfillment already a matter of history permit a literal fulfillment? 
(3) Is the interpretation of this covenant in harmony with other covenant purposes of God? (4) What 
does the New Testament teach regarding the present and future reign of Christ?   
 
The clear answer is that each covenant from God requires a literal fulfillment.  Only by understanding 
that the millennial reign is in heaven at the same time of the Day of the Lord on earth allows a literal 
fulfillment of all covenant prophecies. 
 
The Davidic covenant makes clear the Son of David (Jesus) will possess the throne of His father 
David. To make His person literal but His throne a spiritualized concept is to nullify the promise.  
Likewise, the view of an earthly kingdom of sin and death does not literally fulfill the covenant either. 
 
Thus the question is not whether or not there is a millennium.  Rather the question is: “where will the 
millennial kingdom take place?  And: “How does it take place on the Day of the Lord?” 
 
The Davidic covenant fits perfectly into the picture. It is the covenant for the heavenly (not earthly) 
thousand year rule of Christ on the Day of the Lord.  Keep in mind there is no sin or death in the 
heavenly realm.  There is no need to bizarrely postulate that millions of people will fall away while 
being in the physical presence of Christ in an earthly millennial kingdom--while Satan is bound in the 
Abyss.  Who then would deceive the believers in the presence of Jesus?  Where do all the unsaved 
come from (the “ethne”, or nations) for a second rebellion of Gog and Magog (Revelation 20:7-10)?  In 
fact, the meaning in this case of “ethne” is not human nations, but rather a collection or herd of 
detestable creatures—the demons. 
 
The answer is that no one in the millennial kingdom of Christ could possibly fall away.  Do not be 
misled by those who write that Jesus is so weak that he would just watch this happen and do nothing!  
No, to the contrary, Jesus tells us he will lose none of those he is given in John 10:28-30, John 18:9, 
Hebrews 7:24-25, Colossians 3:1-4, Isaiah 45:17, Psalm 37:28-29, and Isaiah 55:3. 
 
John 10:28-30 (NIV) 
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one.” 
 
John 18:9 (NIV) 
This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of 
those you gave me." 
 
Hebrews 7:24-25 (NIV) 
But because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save 
completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for 
them. 
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Colossians 3:1-4 (NIV) 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For 
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 
Isaiah 45:17 (NIV) 
But Israel will be saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation; you will never be put to 
shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting. 
 
Psalm 37:28-29 (NIV) 
For the Lord loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones.  Wrongdoers will be 
completely destroyed; the offspring of the wicked will perish. The righteous will inherit the 
land and dwell in it forever. 
 
Isaiah 55:3 (NIV) 
“Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, my faithful love promised to David.” 
 
The promise of a land (the territorial limits of which were defined) to the posterity of Abraham, as also 
the promise of a son of David’s own line to occupy David’s throne forever, were unconditional 
promises, ratified by covenant and oath.  All the earthly promises regarding the restoration of the 
nation Israel, the possession of the land, the spirit being poured out blessings on the Jewish remnant, 
and the return of Christ to reign in heaven are in perfect harmony with a literal heavenly fulfillment of 
the covenant. The final purpose of God in the Davidic and New Covenants is fulfilled in the heavenly 
thousand year reign of Christ. This has a single continuous spiritual realm aspect: Jesus millennial 
reign and the continued rule of God in the new heavens and earth for eternity.  
 
“For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the 
promised eternal inheritance.” (Hebrews 9:15) The message of the Davidic Covenant extends beyond 
the implications of the Old Testament.  God promises a glorified Christ and His perfect heavenly 
millennial kingdom (free from war, sin, violence, weeping, illness, misfortune, death and rebellion) to 
all who will come into a covenant relationship with Him.  
 
Hebrews 9:14-15 (NIV) 
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 
serve the living God!   For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who 
are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to 
set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
 
These promises flow to us through Christ’s death and resurrection.  Just as David was guaranteed the 
blessings and benefits of the initial covenant, both Jews and Gentiles experience a covenant of grace 
that is made with us through the promised Messiah. 
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THE SPIRITUAL MILLENNIAL KINGDOM FULFILLS THE NEW COVENANT 
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:27-33, Ezekiel 11:16-20; 36:24-28) was a sovereign covenant which 
guarantees the restored post 1948 Jewish remnant surviving the holocaust a converted heart.  It 
replaced the Old or Mosaic Covenant which Israel failed to keep.  Instead of the Law being written on 
tablets of stone (as the Mosaic Law), the Law will be written on the minds and hearts of the people.  
 
Jeremiah 31:27-33 (NIV) 
“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people 
of Israel and with the people of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband to them, declares the Lord.  “This is the covenant I will 
make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord.  “I will put my law in their 
minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 
 
Ezekiel 11:17-19 (NIV) 
“Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will gather you from the nations and 
bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you back the 
land of Israel again.’ “They will return to it and remove all its vile images and detestable idols. I 
will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their 
heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. 
 
Ezekiel 36:24-28 (NIV) 
“‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you 
back into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse 
you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I 
will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  
Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your 
God.” 
 
Jesus initiated the new covenant in the upper room on the evening prior to His arrest and crucifixion 
(Matthew 26:27-29).  The death and resurrection of Christ form the basis of blessings for the Church 
as well as the covenantal blessings promised to Israel.  It will be completed in the heavenly millennial 
kingdom with Jesus (“that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”)  Paul tells us in 
Ephesians 2 we have “been brought near by the blood of Christ.” 
 
Matthew 26:27-29 (NIV) 
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. This is my blood of the [new] covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
 
Ephesians 2:13 (NIV) 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 
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Rev 20:7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 
 
“When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison.” The binding of Satan in 
the Abyss, or Sheol, where the beast Baal was imprisoned after the fall of Babylon, put a complete 
restraint put upon his power and freedom of action; the loosing means the removing of these 
restraints.  Now Satan is released in both the spiritual realm and the earth realm for the final battle.   
 
All humans were killed in the of Revelation 19:21; “The rest were killed with the sword coming out of 
the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.”  There are not 
two final battles of humans.  The second battle is where Jesus punishes Satan and his demonic 
angels.  Satan is thrown in the lake of fire, and the demons are burned up with fire from heaven. 
 
Isaiah tells us this all occurs on the Day of the Lord, a terrible day on earth. 
 
Isaiah 24:1-3 (NIV) 
See, the Lord is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it; he will ruin its face and scatter 
its inhabitants—it will be the same for priest as for people, for the master as for his servant, for 
the mistress as for her servant, for seller as for buyer, for borrower as for lender, for debtor as 
for creditor.  The earth will be completely laid waste and totally plundered.  The Lord has 
spoken this word. 
 
The unholy trinity (Satan the dragon, Baal the beast and Mohammad the false prophet) are 
completely neutralized during the Day of the Lord.  Baal the demonic spirit and the soul of Mohammad 
were thrown into the lake of fire, and now action continues further on the Day of the Lord as Satan is 
released to face Christ.  With the believers safely raptured to the spiritual heavenly kingdom, the 
remaining demons on earth are led one last time by Satan on the Day of the Lord. 
 
Revelation 19:20 (NIV) 
But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed the signs on its 
behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and 
worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
 
It may seem puzzling there both a thousand year millennial reign in heaven, and the eternal kingdom.  
Why not just one?  The thousand year millennial reign protects both the living believers (raptured) and 
the resurrected believers from the wrath of God on the Day of the Lord on earth.  God is pouring out 
His just wrath on the living earthly unbelievers, while His people are protected in the spiritual realm.   
 
Satan and his key powers are held in the Abyss during the thousand years in heaven; as Isaiah wrote 
in 24:21 “They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in 
prison and be punished after many days.” 
 
Isaiah 24:21-22 (NIV) 
In that day the Lord will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth 
below. They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in 
prison and be punished after many days. 
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Rev 20:8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and 
Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 
 
“And will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to 
gather them for battle.” This is the battle of demons and Satan--since all humans were already killed 
in Revelation 19:21; “The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the 
horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.”  There are not two final human battles. The 
Day of the Lord on earth is one thousand years in the spiritual realm and a terrible day on earth.  
These are two different time and space dimensions.  The Apostle Peter says: “earth being kept for the 
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.” 
 
2 Peter 3:7-8 (NIV) 
By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of the ungodly. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  
 
Psalm 90:3-4 (NIV) 
You turn people back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.”  A thousand years in your 
sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night. 
 

THE DAY OF THE LORD  
UNBELIEVERS ON EARTH PUNISHED  

MILLENNIUM KINGDOM IN HEAVEN FOR BELIEVERS 
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IF THERE IS AN EARTHLY MILLENNIAL KINGDOM--WHERE DO THESE MILLIONS OF 
NONBELIEVERS COME FROM AFTER ONE THOUSAND YEARS ON EARTH WITH JESUS? 
It impossible for traditional premillennialist thinking (looking for an earthly kingdom of Jesus still filled 
with sin, death, crime, weeping, and rebellion of nonbelievers) to explain where in fact these 
nonbelievers come from.  The Bible clearly says during the thousand year reign of Jesus that Satan 
cannot deceive anyone.  Satan is bound these thousand years “to keep him from deceiving the 
nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.”  (Revelation 20:3)  It is near blasphemy to 
ascribe so little power to Jesus at His Second Coming.  The Bible says at His appearance “'every 
knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.” 
 
Romans 14:11 (NIV) 
It is written: "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue 
will acknowledge God.'" 
 
Since Revelation chapters 19 and 20 give a chronological sequence of events on the Day of the Lord, 
and if all the unsaved nations are destroyed at the end of chapter 19— where do all the unbelievers 
come from in Revelation 20:8 when Satan deceives the nations after his release?   
 
According to Riddlebarger, the revolt of Revelation 20:7– 10 is especially problematic for 
premillennialism earthly kingdom:  
 

"Who are these people who revolt against Christ?  Who are these who 
are consumed by fire?  Are these people in unresurrected bodies?  If 
so, where did they come from?  How do they pass through the 
judgment at the beginning of the millennial age?  Are these people the 
redeemed believers?  Such is unthinkable.  The presence of evil in the 
millennial age is a problem from which all forms of premillennialism 
cannot escape." 

 
Some premillennialists claim that not all unbelievers will be destroyed at the Second Coming, and 
therefore the nations will consist of (or arise from) unbelieving, non-glorified survivors of the battle in 
Revelation 19:17– 19.  But this view is not at all consistent with literal Scripture, since the Bible says 
all unbelievers will be killed in the battle of Revelation 19:17-19. Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:31– 46  
that any surviving unbelievers will not inherit the millennial kingdom.  
 
The complete elimination of the wicked from entrance into the kingdom rests not just on the 
destruction of the wicked at the appearance (“Parousia”) of Christ at the Second Advent, but also on 
the separation of the sheep from the goats in the judgment that follows (Matthew 25: 31– 46).  If any 
unbelievers are not slain at Christ’s return, two judgments follow to root out all who remain.  Thus, 
there will not be anyone to revolt after 1,000 years. The only Biblical explanation of all the Old 
Testament and New Testament texts consistently is that on the Day of the Lord all activity will take 
place on earth at once.  Believers will be safely removed and reign with Christ in the spiritual realm. 
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Rev 20:9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s 
people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 
 
“They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he 
loves”. This is the spiritual continuation of the battle described in Revelation 19.  Led by Satan, the 
detestable demonic herd (“ethne”) on the Day of the Lord, not knowing what to do, try to march on 
Jerusalem.  Again the insurmountable question is if these are two human battles (Revelation 19 vs 
20), where do all of these people come from?  The Biblical answer is that Revelation 19, Revelation 
20, 2 Peter 3, Isaiah 24, Isaiah 65-66, Zephaniah 13, Zechariah 14, Psalm 110, and Matthew 25 
Scriptures are all talking about the same single event—the Day of the Lord on earth. 
 
Some premillennialists try to give an explanation.  They claim the nations led by Satan when released 
come from the descendants of the tribulation saints who survive the tribulation and enter the 
millennium in their natural bodies.  According to this view, the battle of Revelation 19:19– 21 and the 
subsequent judgment of the nations will indeed result in the death of all unbelievers—just as the Bible 
says.  But some believers who are converted during the Tribulation will survive the persecution and 
enter the millennial kingdom in non-glorified bodies.   During the millennium on earth, these 
individuals will marry and give birth to children that are unbelievers and somehow give rise to the 
nations that rebel against Christ after the thousand years in Revelation 20:8-9..   
 
The Bible tells us this cannot be the case.  A mortal human entering the kingdom of God in a natural 
body goes completely against the clear teaching of Jesus in Luke 20:35-37: Jesus replied, “The 
people of this age marry and are given in marriage.  But those who are considered worthy of taking 
part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in 
marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels.” 
 
“But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.”  God destroys rebellious sinful angels with 
fire—just as God did with the angel of Tyre; (Ezekiel 28:18 “By your many sins and dishonest trade 
you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  So I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you, 
and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.”) 
 
Peter tells us the Day of the Lord will come without warning (“But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief”) and fire will burn up the heavens and earth (“That day will bring about the destruction of the 
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.”) to make way for the new heaven and a new 
earth.  This fire will burn up all the heavens and the natural earth.  There is no earth left for an earthly 
millennial kingdom of humans. 
 
2 Peter 3:10-13 (NIV) 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 
ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. 
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, where righteousness dwells. 
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Rev 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where 
the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. 
 
“And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and 
the false prophet had been thrown.”  When Christ returns none of the three in the “unholy trinity” are 
living humans.  This is why all three are thrown “alive” in the lake of fire in the spiritual world.  Paul 
tells us the Day of the Lord will come suddenly—with no warning.  Just as Peter wrote! 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 (NIV) 
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you,  for you know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant 
woman, and they will not escape. 
 
Paul furthers tells us that those in Christ will avoid this time of wrath on earth—the believers are safely 
with Jesus in the millennial kingdom in heaven. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NIV) 
For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Mohammad, the false prophet, died in 632 AD, and on the Day of the Lord his soul will be thrown in 
the lake of fire.  Baal, the beast, was released from Sheol and his spirit is thrown in the lake of fire.  
Satan is the last of the three captured and his spirit is thrown in the lake of fire.  The Bible warned us 
people would worship both the dragon and beast.  Although Islam steadfastly maintains that it is the 
only true “monotheist” religion, there is a curious use of “we” and “our” pronouns in the Qur’an on key 
doctrinal issues that conflict with the Biblical truth.  Islamic scholars try to explain this as the “royal 
we”, but it is really Satan and Baal, the dragon and beast speaking.   
 
SATAN AND BAAL (“WE”) SENT THE FALSE PROPHET MOHAMMAD  
Qur’an 21:107 
And We have sent you, [O Mohammad], as a mercy to the worlds. 
 
SATAN AND BAAL (“OUR WORD”) GAVE A FALSE GOSPEL (QUR’AN) TO MOHAMMAD  
Qur’an 37:171  
Our Word has already gone forth to Our servants, the messengers [Mohammad] 
 
SATAN AND BAAL (“WE”) HAVE A PLAN TO SEND ALL HUMANS TO HELL  
Qur’an 19:70-71  
And then We shall know well all those most worthy to be cast in Hell. There is not one of you but shall 
pass by Hell. This is a decree which your Lord will fulfill.  
Qur’an 19:72 
Then We shall deliver those that feared Allah and leave the wrong-doers there on their knees. 
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Rev 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the 
heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 
 
“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.” The great white throne is not earthly 
or governmental in any sense, but a final, personal, eternal Judgment of Jesus on the Day of the Lord.  
This is evident from the fact that the whole present creation completely disappears before the 
Glorious One sitting on this throne!  It is also abundantly confirmed by the silence of those judged. 
They are not actors in any sense.  The judgment sentence from this throne is eternal. 
 
This is a special throne—greater than any other throne mentioned in the Bible.  It is distinguished from 
all other aspects of the divine throne; whether the one mentioned in Daniel 7, Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1, 1 
Kings 22:19, Exodus 24:9-11 or even Revelation 4. 
 
Consider each word John uses.  “Great”,—it is the infinite highest spot before whom the finite must 
stand; “White”,—it is the unveiled, undimmed glory of the divine holiness and purity and justice; 
“Throne”,—it is majesty knows no limits and the person the throne has the eternal right to decide the 
destiny of creatures.  Before such a throne, creatures cannot stand; but they shall stand—even the 
lost! 
 
“The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.”  This fulfills 
prophecy from Revelation 6, Zephaniah 1, and Zechariah 14.  On the Day of the Lord the earth and 
heavens will vanish, Jesus will appear, and Baal worship will cease. 
 
Revelation 6:15-17 (NIV) 
Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else, 
both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.  They called to the 
mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can 
withstand it?” 
 
Zephaniah 1:3b-4 NIV 
“When I destroy all mankind on the face of the earth,” declares the Lord, “I will stretch out my 
hand against Judah and against all who live in Jerusalem. I will destroy every remnant of Baal 
worship in this place, the very names of the idolatrous priests.” 
 
Zechariah 14:5-9 (NIV) 
You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all the 
holy ones with him. On that day there will be neither sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness.  It will 
be a unique day—a day known only to the Lord—with no distinction between day and night. 
When evening comes, there will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, 
half of it east to the Dead Sea and half of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer and in 
winter. The Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and his 
name the only name. 
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Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according 
to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
 
“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.” No one, 
living or dead at the time Jesus returns, can escape judgment of their life.  Everyone must stand 
before God and have their entire life reviewed.  Even one sin is one too many.  Good works cannot 
outweigh bad works. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV) 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what 
is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
 
Isaiah 64:6 (NIV) 
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
 
“Another book was opened, which is the book of life.”  “The dead were judged according to what they 
had done as recorded in the books.”  No one is saved by their works—as Isaiah told us.  Only those 
that accepted Jesus as the risen Son of God have their name in the Book of Life.  These believers 
avoid the wrath of God on the Day of the Lord, and are reigning with Jesus in heaven at the time of 
the White Throne Judgment.  The “dead” refers to the spiritually dead, as the believers were judged at 
the Parousia (appearance) of Christ before the thousand year heavenly millennium.   
 
Rev 20:13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that 
were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. 
 
“The sea gave up the dead that were in it.”  The spiritual world (“sea”) will give up all its souls, death 
and Hades give up their souls.  The “sea” is not the watery ocean.  Throughout the Book of 
Revelation, the “sea” refers to the spiritual world.  In the battle of Revelation 19-20, demonic spirits 
(“unclean birds”) gorge themselves on the ungodly souls killed by rejecting the Word of God--Jesus 
the Son of God.  On the Day of the Lord, the demonic spirits harvest the souls of those humans that 
rejected Christ down into Sheol to await the final judgment.   
 
The beast from the Abyss came from the sea (Revelation 13:1 “The dragon stood on the shore of the 
sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on 
its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name”)  Likewise, the new heavens and earth have no 
sea, since the spiritual world will be visible. (Revelation 21:1-2 “Then I saw ‘new heaven and a new 
earth,’ for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I 
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband.”)  
 
“Each person was judged according to what they had done.” Every soul since the creation of the world 
will be judged according to their works.  None of their works will be sufficient for a Holy God. 
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Rev 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death.  
 
“Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.” This is a literal fulfillment of the prophecy in 
Hosea 13:14.  The first death, physical death, is, together with spiritual jail, Hades, cast as things 
hateful to God into a place of eternal wrath.  It is a guarantee to all holy beings that sin, death, 
weeping, and rebellion will never be allowed to invade God’s new creation when Jesus appears. 
 
Hosea 13:14 (NASB) 
Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from death? O Death, 
where are your thorns? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion will be hidden from My 
sight. 
 
“The lake of fire is the second death.” A simple sentence, yet eternal punishment is described. This 
short verse is one of the elements of its awfulness. The finality and eternity of this unspeakable 
doom—how they should be preached and sent across social media these days! 

Rev 20:15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the 
lake of fire.  
 
There is not more that can be said about this simple verse.  If your name is not in the Book of Life 
from the Lamb of God you will be thrown in the lake of fire.  It is not the absence of good works in the 
book that dooms a person to eternal separation from God.  It is the absence of your name.  Only 
names, not works, are in that book!  It is not the fact that you have evil works.  Many of earth’s 
greatest sinners have their names in the Book of Life. 
 
 


